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USING VARIOUS LEARNING TOOLS TO MOTIVATE LEARNERS 

BOTH INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 

 
PART I: THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY TO MOTIVATE AND STIMULATE STUDENT 

INTEREST (David Hughes) 

 

Having taught for the British Council in Seoul, Ho Chi Minh City, Valencia and now 

Bucharest, I have taken a keen interest in technologies and how a principled use of technology in 

the classroom can motivate students. I have seen the impact it has had in my classroom 

throughout my years of teaching. 

This part of the workshop will address the issues of the use of smart technology as 

alternative instruments in the classroom. Technology has changed the educational landscape and 

“We need technology in every classroom and in every student and teacher’s hand, because it is 

the pen and paper of our time, and it is the lens through which we experience much of our 

world.” (David Warlick). Therefore, we will look at how we can use new technologies in the 

classroom to promote good learning and how they can promote: 

-students collaborating and discussing ideas, possible solutions 

-project-based learning, designed around real world contexts 

-connecting with other students around the world, on topics of study 

-immersing students in a learning experience that allows them to grapple with a problem 

gaining higher-order thinking skills from pursuing the solution 

Also, the workshop will address how technologies impact the context (the institution), the 

innovator (the teacher), the innovation (the technology), the operator (the students). 

This will be a practical seminar which will help the attendees leave with practical 

activities. It will involve audience interaction and will answer the questions of how to set up 

activities and maximise opportunities for the use of technology. 

We will look at the following technologies: 

-how to utilise smartphones and tablets in the classroom 

-how to use educational portals (such as edmodo.com) to extend the community of the classroom 

to outside it. 

 

PART II: EMPLOYING A NEGOTIATED SYLLABUS AND AUTHENTIC TEXTS TO 

LOWER THE AFFECTIVE FILTER IN LANGUAGE LEARNING (Roy Twemlow) 

 

As an English teacher for the British Council now for 10 years in Thailand, Colombia and 

Romania, one of my main focuses in the classroom, where I have specialised in higher level 

adult and teenage learners, has long been how to increase, as far as possible, a sense of agency - 

and in turn learners’ motivational levels - in the classroom. With this in mind, this workshop will 

consider ways to achieve this in any language-teaching context, whether it be a language school, 

high school or university language class, which have proved both simple and effective.  

In more detail, this workshop will include practical tips on:  

-how to negotiate course content with learners whilst taking institutional constraints and other 

factors into consideration  

http://davidwarlick.com/2cents/


-how to select and use authentic texts in a way that leads to a maximisation of motivation and 

learning by encouraging, amongst other things, genuine negotiation of meaning 

-how to grade the task rather than the text so as to successfully adapt and exploit authentic texts 

with a variety of levels / mix-ability groups of language learners. 

This workshop will focus on ways to lower the affective filter in language learning by 

selecting and exploiting authentic texts in class. It will cover the following: 

-guidelines for negotiating course content with teenage / young adult learners so as to maximise 

learners’ sense of agency 

-principles related to exploiting authentic texts for in-class use in order to promote genuine 

interest and negotiation of meaning 

-practical lesson ideas for successful adaptation of authentic texts that both increase motivation 

whilst also lending themselves to use in  mixed ability classrooms. 

The ideas in this session are the culmination of ten years of teaching content-based and 

task-based lessons to teenage and young adult learners in Asia, South America and now Romania 

and should be of interest to any language instructor who teaches teenage/ young adult learners in 

either a language school, high school or university language class context. 

 

 

 


